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KEAN UNIVERSITY CHILD CARE CENTER FLOOR PLANPOST 
PANDEMIC 
THINK TANK

Union,  New Jersey
The Post-Pandemic Think Tank 
involved a cross-disc ipl inary 
team of designers f rom Kean 
Univers i ty ’s  Michael  Graves 
Col lege.  The team had 
an Architectural  Designer 
(Varr ianna) ,  Inter ior  Designer 
(Nicole Badi l lo) ,  Graphic 
Designer (Kyl ie Mena) , 
Industr ia l  Designers (L isa Shi 
+ Jacquel ine Hernandez) ,  and 
Ass istant Professors (Craig 
Konyk + Denise Anderson) . 
The think tank was establ ished 
to accompl ish two things. 
F i rst ,  research the ef fects  of 
the pandemic on the use of 
publ ic  spaces,  and second, 
propose design strategies to 
repurpose these spaces now 
and in the future.

CONCEPTUAL SOLUTION

DESIGN SOLUTION

CANTILEVAR UMBRELLAS
Outdoor Classroom
	 Sect ion 1  -  Teaching Scenar io
	 Sect ion 2 -  Shared Space

Adaptable
	 Si tuat ions -  COVID vs non COVID regulat ions
	 Envi ronments -  most  weather condi t ions
Transportat ion Fr iendly
	 Easy to move
	 Not too heavy
Compactable
	 Foldable

Space Eff ic ient
	 Space to p lay
	 Space for  learn ing

Canti levar Umbrel las

Classrooms

Bathrooms

Viewing Rooms

Outs ide Play Area

Ins ide Play Area

Staff  Area

Off ice

Recept ion

Storage

Circulat ion

RESEARCH PROPOSAL



DESIGN SOLUTION IMPLEMENTED CANTILEVAR UMBRELLA DETAILS

Open Umbrel la -  13 ’  x  10 ’
Pole Height -  9 ’
Pole Diameter -  4”
Base -  37” x  37” x  9”
Base Weight -  62 lbs .



RESEARCH PROPOSAL

TRENTON 
URBANISM 
REIMAGINED
Trenton,  New Jersey
Working with team members 
Jenna Vogel ,  Axel  Moreno, 
and Alexander Lange,  the 
Trenton City Planning and 
Economic Development 
off ice and the John S. 
Watson Inst i tute conducted 
and shared research about 
Trenton’s  urban growth, 
demise,  and new potent ia ls . 
Recogniz ing the potent ia l  in 
several  abandoned lots ,  we 
al l  took on a di f ferent lot  to 
propose a design solut ion 
that supported community 
engagement and could 
help with s i te act ivat ion. 
Prel iminary deisgn solut ions 
were done and communicated 
to community stakeholders 
and the Trenton City Planning 
off ice off ic ia ls  to a id with 
Trenton’s  urban improvement 
and compi l ing research for 
future use.  The s i te I  focused 
on was Capita l  Ci ty Farm and 
the goal  was to create a more 
cohesive space for each of  the 
surrounding landmarks .
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MIXED USE

THE GREEN 
MILE
New Brunswick, 
New Jersey
This  project  was completed 
with Rasheed Warren and 
Khal i f  Dowdy.  New Brunswick 
is  the main campus for 
Rutgers Univers i ty  and 
the Biology and Biological 
Sc ience majors were proven 
to be the major i ty with a 
high graduat ion rate which 
plays a role in the proposed 
program. The s i te contains 
an inact ive community 
garden which acts as the 
s i te anchor,  a church and a 
supermarket .  Recogniz ing 
these key e lements to the 
s i te ,  we wanted to create a 
program that involved the 
post  grad students f rom 
Rutgers .  Addit ional  programs 
inc lude smal l  business (cafe) , 
makerspace (vert ica l  farming) , 
and res ident ia l  spaces.  Each 
component of  the program 
are spread out around the 
s i te to increase growth, 
walkabi l i ty  and movement 
whi le being able to maintain 
a re lat ionship with the local 
green spaces and community. 



MIXED USE

GRAPES TO 
GLASS
Rome, I ta ly
Studying abroad in Rome, 
I ta ly,  people were important . 
They were important with 
how they moved throughout 
spaces and how created 
spaces could move them. In 
Testaccio,  the s i te ,  there was 
a very act ive night l i fe due to 
c lubs where as with the day 
l i fe ,  that  level  of  act ivty was 
lacking.  Consider ing these 
elements ,  the programs in 
the overal l  des ign were glass 
making ( l ight manufactur ing 
space) and wine tast ing 
(cultural  space) .  The glass 
making space uses the 
bott les f rom the night c lubs 
as a recycl ing system. These 
bott les a lso contr ibute to 
glasses being made for the 
wine tast ing space.  Along with 
other addit ional  e lements to 
support  the programs,  the 
overal l  bui ld ing design could 
be expla ined as f lu id and 
loose geometr ic  forms that 
inf luence the walk ing f low of 
people throughout each of 
the spaces.
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EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN

V CUBED (V³ )
Puzzles can be toys ,  problems, 
forms of  enterta inment , 
amusing,  or f rustrat ing 
but ul t imately meant to be 
solved.  V Cubed is  a puzzle 
that contains the same ‘L’ 
shaped pieces which each 
have magnets in di f ferent 
locat ions.  The ‘L’  shaped 
pieces were made through 
3D pr int ing,  hot wir ing,  and 
laser cutt ing methods.  The 
magnets are used to keep 
each of  the pieces connected 
and ult imately form the cube, 
which is  the solved form. 
However,  due to the magnets 
attract ing and repel l ing in 
di f ferent areas of  the same 
shaped pieces ,  i t  creates a 
chal lenge to put the cube 
back together in i ts  correct 
form s ince there is  only one 
way each piece can be placed 
to achieve the solv ing of  the 
puzzle .

V CUBED DETAILS

‘L’  Shaped Puzzle Pieces
16 p ieces tota l

Magnets in Pieces
38 pieces tota l

Separated Puzzle Form

4”

4”

Ult imate Puzzle FormPuzzle Form Dimensions

1”

1”



V CUBED ALIGNMENT



EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN

CRYSTALLA 
ORE
Looking at  two space packing 
geometr ies ,  the dodecahedron 
and the bi lunrotunda,  v isual ly 
they are very di f ferent but 
when working together there 
is  a speci f ic  way to organize 
the pieces that would a l low 
both of  them to be used as 
a space packing method.  
Exper iment ing with contrasts 
l ike “void and sol id” ,  “ f ragi l i ty 
and sturdiness”  and more, 
th is  led to a discovery that 
the modernist  gr id works 
much better  for  computers 
than i t  would work for people. 
Thinking about c i rculat ion, 
machines dictate how people 
move throughout the bui ld ing 
result ing in the typical 
modernist  gr id ,  but i t  i s  not 
th is  gr id that people can 
occupy but the interest ing 
spaces of  the geometry 
a l ignments .  Transi t ioning 
exper imental  abstract  models 
to architecture is  done by 
us ing i t  as both facade and 
occupiable space to an extent .

+ =



Don’t  Fa l l  In  (2022)

Frozen In Time (2022) Colosseum (2022)

Borromini ’ s  Perspect ive (2022)

Between Wal ls  Ser ies ,  Venice, 
I ta ly  (2022)

Frabr icat ing Textures (2021)

Van Gogh Ci ty  (2022)

Mom’s Favor i tes (2022)

Pompidou 
Circulat ion, 
Par is ,  France 
(2022)

MULTIPLE MEDIUMS

CREATIVE 
WORK
Over the course of  several 
years ,  mult ip le methods 
and mediums were used 
to develope a var iety of 
t radit ional  and digi ta l 
artworks .



VARRIANNA SIRYON

•	 Sketching
•	 Model Making
•	 Design Research
•	 Creative Problem Solving

Kean University - Michael Graves College School 
of Public Architecture 
	 (2019 - 2023)
	 Bachelor of Art in Architectural Studies (B.A.)

Elizabeth High School 
	 (2014 - 2019)
	 High School Diploma

Kohl’s Part-Time Sales Associate (2021-present)
	 Includes replenishing, customer service, register tasks, training 
new employees, store recovery, teamwork, communication and more.

Paid Internship at The John S. Watson Institute (2022)
	 Involves researching Trenton’s built environment and economic 
issues to include as a foundation going forward. Site vitis, land use 
studies, mapping analysis, industrial research, and more were conducted 
along with meetings with the Trenton city planning and economic 
development offices.

Michael Graves College Research Team (2021)
	 Involved a cross disciplinary team of me as the 1 Architectural 
Designer, 1 Interior Designer, 1 Graphic Designer, 2 Industrial Designers 
and 2 Faculty Members within the design community at Kean University 
to plan and design ideas for COVID-19. Further participated in a COVID 
Seed Grant Project with 1 Graphic Designer as well as 2 Faculty Members 
within the design community at Kean University to continue to focus on 
COVID-19.

NBBJ Design Mentorship Program (2021)
	 The outreach program was an opportunity provided by AIAS to 
get paired with a mentor from NBBJ to start new relationships, acquire 
assistance or new perspectives on projects and ask questions.

Freshman Research Initiative (FRI) (2020)
	 Researching to gain insight about Net Positive Design through 
an Architectural lens and help a NOMAS’ competition.

•	 English
•	 Portuguese
•	 Spanish

•	 Centennial Fund 
Scholarship

•	 Dean’s Honor List (2019, 
2020, 2021, 2022)

•	 Assocation for Women 
in Design & Architecture 
(AWAD) (Vice President)

•	 American Institute of 
American Studies (AIAS)

•	 National Organization 
of Minority Architecture    
Students (NOMAS)

•	 Interior Design Student 
Organization (IDSO)

•	 Graphic Organization (GO)

Ski l ls Education

Languages Experience

Awards

School Aff i l iat ions

201-341-1182 
varriannasiryon@gmail.com
www.linkedin.com/in/
varriannasiryon

A focused and determined college architectural 
student looking to use knowledge learned and 

technical experience gained from practical 
exercises in school; to apply in the workforce 

enabling me to become more of an asset to an 
organization.
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